Maternal bereavement in the perinatal substance abuser.
Maternal bereavement has been reported in involuntary perinatal loss and voluntary custody relinquishment. Since child custody loss is common among childbearing chemically dependent women, maternal bereavement was investigated in a small pilot sample of obstetric substance abusers. Findings suggest that grief in anticipation of possible postnatal custody loss is common. Unresolved grief from previous custody loss was also common. Clinical features, treatment considerations, and public health concerns are discussed.